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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the argument filed August 27, 2008, the amendment after final has 
been entered. Claims 1-10, 14-25 have been cancelled. Claims 11-13 are pending. 

2. In view of the amendment filed August 27, 2008, the rejection of Claims 11-14, 
16-22 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious overSano et al. (US 2003/0144377 A1), is 
withdrawn. 

3. In view of the cancellation of claim 25 and in view of the following 1 1 2 rejection, 
the allowability of Claim 25 is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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1 1. (Currently Amended! A polymer-conhiining composition comprising a block 
polymer compound, water or an aqueous solvent, and a functional material, 

wherein the block polymer compound comprises block segments A, B, and C arranged 
in succession, 

the block segment B is a hydrophilic block segmeii!. 

the block segment C is most hydrophilic while the block segment A i* most 
hydrophobic, 

(he block segment C has an tonic group; or an acidic group, and 

the block segment C is a repeating unit represented by the following general formula 



wherein R° represents -X-(COOH), or -X-(COO-M) r ; X represents a linear, branched or cyclic 
alkylene group with 1 to 20 carbon atoms, -(CH(R , )-CH(R <> )-0) 1 ,-(CI l,) m -CH ? . r -. 

-(CI U„-(0)„-(CI I • (II - or a structure in which at least one of methylene groups therein is 
replaced by a carbonyl group or an aromati. ring stricture; r represents 1 or 2: p represents an 
integer from ! to lis: m represents an integer from 0 to 35; n represents i or 0: q represents an 
integer from 0 to 17; M represents a monovalent or polyvalent cation: and R s and R'\ which may 
be the same or different, cacti independentl y represent an alkyl group, 

w herein the block segment B is a repeating unit represented by either one of the 
following formulae: 




OR" 



— f-CH 2 — CHi— 



CH 2 — CH^ 



OCH,CH,OH 
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Claim 1 1 (line 3, 6), the recitations "A" are considered indefinite because they are 
neither defined in the claims nor in the specification. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in 
art would not know what "A" is. Although claim 1 1 (line 7) indicates that "A" should be 
the most hydrophobic among the components "A", "B", and "C", one of ordinary skill in 
art would not know what type of monomers would be considered the most hydrophobic 
that are within the claimed scope of the claimed invention. The examiner acknowledges 
that page 12 to 14, 17 disclose a list of monomers that are potential monomeric 
candidates for "A", "B", or "C", but fail to disclose what type of monomers can be used 
as "A". Applicants must recognize that since the specification fail to indicate the relative 
hydrophobicity of the disclosed monomers in a specific order, one of ordinary skill would 
not know which of the monomers disclosed can be considered the most hydropbobic 
relative to the "B" and "C" that are being claimed. 

Although the working examples disclose a specific monomer that can be used as 
component "A", the working examples fail to set the metes and bound of what type of 
monomers can be considered "A". 

If applicants want to claim the monomers that are disclosed in the working 
examples as component "A", applicants should recite the specific monomer in the 
claims since the features from the specification can not be read into the claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William K. Cheung whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-1097. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM to 
2:00PM; 4:00PM to 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David WU can be reached on (571) 272-1 114. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William K Cheung/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 

William K. Cheung, Ph. D. 

Primary Examiner 

September 8, 2008 



